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Mission Statement: 
Join together as public safety communications professionals to lead, learn, and leverage our influence, 

for the benefit of our profession, the public safety workforce, and ultimately the public we serve. 
 

WASHINGTON APCO / NENA Chapter Meeting 

March 17, 2015 at 1710-1810 

Camp Murray, WA 

(Approved June 23, 2015, Kennewick, WA) 

 

  
MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND PRESIDENT’S WELCOME – President Deanna Wells called the 

meeting to order at 1720. Deanna asked everyone to please sign in if they hadn’t already 

done so. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES (Oct. 21, 2014 – Northern Qwest, Spokane, WA) 

Sheryl made a motion to approve the minutes.  Karl Hatton seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

RECOGNITION – Stephanie Fritts (This recognition is to be deferred to the Chapter 

Dinner.) 

 

OFFICER REPORTS 

 APCO Treasurer’s Report – Richard Kirton discussed the budget and said that 

although $52,000 has been spent, this was as expected. He anticipated $13,000 in 

revenue from the Forum and no Forum revenues have posted yet. Peggy asked if we 

are expecting to lose money on Fall Forum.  Richard replied that the Chapter made 

about $3,000 when the Forum was at Camp Murray, that it costs less to do it there.  

He recognized Sheryl, Criselia and others who helped with it. Peggy asked if the 

Forum is still worth it for the amount of money we’re bringing into the Chapter. 

Richard said, “Absolutely and we also make some to put toward the lobbyist. It’s 

definitely worth it.” There were no other questions.  

 Motion to Approve APCO Treasurer’s Report – A motion to approve the APCO 

Treasurer’s report was made by Jackie Jones and seconded by Kay McKellar.  The 

motion to approve the report passed unanimously. 

 NENA Treasurer’s Report – Alice Johnson reported that there was not much activity.  

She noted the monthly transfer and added that thanks to the raffle today we will 

have a $60 deposit to the account. 

 Motion to Approve NENA Treasurer’s Report – Steve Romberg so moved and 

Peggy Fouts seconded the motion.  There was no discussion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 Executive Council Report – Stephanie Fritts reminded everyone that International’s 

award period is open for nominations through March 31, 2015.  She noted that 

Washington has had several national award winners. She encouraged those 

interested in nominating someone from their center to do so.  Stephanie added that 

International scholarships are open through March 31 for any kind of training.  She 

noted that Flash Day, the day when conference registration is $100 off, is April 2. 

Sign up for International committees concludes on April 1.  Stephanie noted that 

there are a number of Washington Chapter members on committees.  She added 
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that if you are on a committee, you need to reapply. She noted that the Broadband 

Summit is in May, the Western Regional Conference (“WRC”) is in April, as is 

Telecommunicators Week.  There were no questions.  

 Commercial Member’s Report – Mark Enfield, not present, no report 

 Secretary’s Report – Laura Caster provided a written report.  She noted that total 

Chapter membership as of February 24, 2015 was 1,219. About the same time in 

2013 and 2014, the Chapter had 959 and 1,011 members, respectively. Membership 

continues to grow.  Peggy Fouts added that we are one of the larger chapters, only 

the Atlantic Chapter is bigger.  Discussion followed.   

 Past President’s Report – Sheryl Mullen, no report  

 President Elect’s Report -- Jackie Jones, no report   

 Report by Member-At-Large: Eastside – Arica French, no report 

 Report by Member-At-Large: Westside – Karl Hatton, no report 

 President’s Report – Deanna Wells noted that the Chapter dinner is tonight; we need 

be done with the Chapter meeting by six.  The museum opens at 6:30, with dinner 

at 7 p.m.   

Deanna reported that the Nomination Committee – Cory Ahrens, Yvonne Carslay, 

Criselia Grupp and Katy Myers – are working to put together nominations for the 

open positions.  She added that if you are interested or if you have a nomination, 

send it to Cory Ahrens or to Deanna and she’ll forward it to Cory. She reminded 

members that WRC is April 6-10; the conference in Kennewick is June 23-26, with 

the Directors’ meeting on Tuesday, June 22. Discussion followed.    

Deanna recognized those members at the Forum with 20+, 15 or more, and 10 or 

more years of Chapter membership.  

 

STANDING REPORTS 

 Awards Committee – Jay Atwood was not present. Laura read Jay’s email report: 

“Several nominations in each category, really good turnout. We will be meeting on 

March 27th to select the winners so that I can get them submitted by April 1 for 

APCO International consideration.” 

 Bylaws Committee -- Richard Kirton distributed the recommended changes to the 

Bylaws. These were presented at the October 2014 Chapter meeting, so we can vote 

on them at this meeting.  These changes include: 

o Changing “member-at-large” to “ambassador”;  

o Changing “active” member to “full” member to reflect the change APCO 

made;   

o Editing the footnote on the Executive Council Representative position from 

indicating the current term ends in 2011, to listing the actual years that the 

position will need to be voted on through 2031;  

o An update to reflect that the annual report is no longer sent to APCO, but still 

distributed to membership;  

o A clarification that the budget year is July-June, a change made 

administratively a number of years ago;  

o Additional duties to NENA Treasurer, page 7, reflecting this office also serves 

to represent our Chapter at NENA national and to bring back that info to our 

Chapter.  Alice has been doing that very effectively since we made that 

change. 

o The only other substantive change added is that we will vote on the changes 

today.  There are some changes that are typographical / capitalization. 
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The Bylaws Committee urges adoption of those.  Keith Flewelling made a motion to 

approve; Amy McCormick seconded the motion.  Discussion followed regarding the 

change from “at large” to “ambassador.” Laura Caster asked for a written copy of 

additional changes to handout.  Kay McKellar suggested amending motion to strike 

out “member at large” and “s” on page two, second paragraph down.  Discussion 

followed.  Karl Hatton’s motion to amend was seconded and unanimously approved.  

The motion as amended passed without objection. 

 Chapter Services Committee – Grace Larsen reported that we’re doing the basket 

auction again this year.  She suggested members apply for Chapter scholarships. 

Keith Flewelling asked what’s covered. Grace said usually hotel and registration, but 

you can apply for more.  It’s just the more members who apply, the less we can 

cover.  She added that sometimes your agencies will help with expenses, if you got a 

scholarship for some of the costs. Grace asked members to share with her their ideas 

for the chapter dinners and entertainment.  Deb Flewelling asked where we are on 

retirement recognitions. Grace responded that the Chapter is planning on some of 

those for the summer conference.  There were no other questions.  

 Public / Government Affairs (Legislative) Committee – Keith Flewelling reported that 

there would probably not be any substantive action on the budget bills (HB1106 and 

SB5077) until the revenue forecast due out later this week; they usually budget to 

that amount.  He advised that we were watching HB1122 which included 

communications personnel in “uniform personnel”, but it died in committee.  The 

Chapter supports ESHB1980 implementing the Sunshine Committee 

recommendations that voluntarily supplied private info databases, like SMART911, 

cannot be disclosed.  It is scheduled for a Senate on Government Operations and 

Security hearing on March 19th; our lobbyist will sign in in favor.  We support 

ESSB5158, the Kelley Smith Act which requires cell carriers to disclose location info 

for law enforcement emergencies.  It also requires WSP to maintain the carrier 

contact database.   

Next he talked about the non-911 bills we’ve been supporting: HB1251 provides for 

EMS increased levy cap.  It’s had no new movement. HB1389 expands State Fire 

Mobilization to include all hazards. SHB 1470 requires monitoring by an OCIO Blue 

Ribbon panel on cyber security. SSB5425 provides a sales and use exemption for 

broadband equipment for underserved areas of the state.  It appears to be dead.   

Other activity includes participating in discussions hosted by WUTC Commissioner 

Phil Jones who has been participating in a FCC working group on PSAP architecture. 

Phil has been tasked with funding 911 in the future. The Chapter did file comments 

with FCC on the FCC’s Sixth Annual Report to Congress on 911 and whether the 

State used funding for purposes other than 911.  Peggy added that the FCC 

extended the comment filing period on the outage in April; you can actually file 

original comments thorough Monday 3/23/15 and reply comments later.  She urged 

members to take advantage of the extension and file if you haven’t already done so.   

She suggested that if you need some templates, go to the FCC website and see the 

Comments filed.  Discussion followed.  

 Conference Committee – Lora Ueland / Mary Sue Robey, not present, no report  

 History Committee – Jean Nealy, no report 

 Mentoring Committee – Jean Nealy, no report   

 Technology Committee  – Craig Hamilton  -- not present, no report 

 TERT Committee – Cory Ahrens, not present. Deanna read Cory’s written report: 

“The CTJC will be conducting a TERT Training Exercise in April.  The exercise will be 
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held at a PSAP in Western WA during a real local event which increases call volumes 

for the local center significantly. 

We conducted TERT Member and TERT Leader training in Spokane in February.  

There were 9 attendees in TERT Member and 7 in TERT Leader.   One of the TERT 

Leader students will act as the TERT Leader for the April Exercise! 

As an NJTI Board member, Cory Ahrens has been asked to chair a workgroup for the 

NJTI.  Her group will consist of TERT Trainers – those individuals who have been 

trained to put on TERT classes.  The purpose of the workgroup will be to offer 

assistance and guidance to individuals who are working to prepare their states for a 

TERT deployment. 

The TERT Regional Coordinators continue to update their lists of deployable 

members.” 

 WANT Committee – Cleo Subido, not present – no report 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS  

 911 Advisory Committee Report – Jim Quackenbush, not present, no report 

 PIO – Jay Atwood – Laura read his report earlier which asked that if anyone has 

something they would like distributed or shared with the membership, forward to Jay 

directly or send via Deanna for dissemination.   

Jay’s report continued that he’s been working with Vadim to get the chapter website 

updated with changes that everyone has been submitting.  Jay thinks we are fairly 

well caught up.   

 ProCHRT Special Committee – Yvonne Carslay – Laura read Yvonne’s email report: 

“We are continuing to work on a push to recognize the profession during 

Telecommunicators Week in the community as well as within each agency, and we 

are putting together our presentation for the summer conference.” 

 Sponsorship Ad Hoc Committee – Jean Nealy, no report 

 NENA Connection – Alice Johnson, no report 

 APCO and NENA Committee Member Reports – Various Committee Members were 

present, but due to time constraints, they were not asked to report.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Vote on Proposed Changes to the Bylaws Introduced at the October 21, 2014 

Meeting (if not already done under Standing Reports/Bylaws Committee) – See 

Bylaws Committee. 

o “Ambassador” to Replace “Member-At-Large” – Karl Hatton 

o General Bylaws Clean Up – Richard Kirton 

 Western Regional Conference – Richard Kirton talked about our plan to bid on WRC 

for 2017 or 2018.  He thinks we can do a good, affordable event.  It will cost us 

more than the one we did in Spokane, but he thinks we can make a healthy profit 

and build up reserves again.  At least three other states are bidding. The 

presentation will be discussed with the Chapter Executive Committee.   

 

NEW BUSINESS – Deanna asked if there was any new business.  There was none. 

 

ADJOURN – Deanna asked again that everyone please sign in, if they haven’t already.  She 

moved to adjourn at 1817.  Next meeting:  June 23, 2015, Kennewick, WA 


