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WASHINGTON APCO / NENA Chapter Meeting 

MINUTES (Approved June 18, 2013) 

March 19, 2013 6:00P.M. 

Ram Restaurant  

10019 59th Ave. 

Lakewood, WA 
 

 

 
ROLL CALL – The following attendees signed in: Jim Barber, Joannie Bjorge, JoAnn Boggs, 

Laura Caster, Karl Christian, Dave Cord,  Aric Cothren, Mark Enfield, Greg Erickson, Mark 

Erwick, Cathy Field,  Deb Flewelling, Keith Flewelling, Angie Fode, Jim Fosse, Peggy Fouts, 

Stephanie Fritts, Stacey Fritz, Stacey Garcia, Jenny Gordon, Criselia Grupp, Andie Hanson, 

Karl Hatton, Deb Homan, Bobbi Hunt, Alice Johnson, John Joseph, Grace Larsen, Craig 

Larson, Dave Magnenat, Tim Martindale, Laurie Masse, Karen McKay, Kay McKellar,  Lorlee 

Mizell,  Sheryl Mullen, Katy Myers, Jean Nealy, Matt O’ Neill, Jennifer Purkeyoyle, Jim 

Quackenbush, Steve Reinke, William Riest, Steve Romberg, KD Seeley, Bill Slodysko, Donna 

Stamper, Eric Stenning, Millie Tirapelle, Wayne Wantland, Steve West, Loretta Wilson, 

Amber Winter, and Jenn Zeutenhast  

 

On behalf of President Brenda Cantu, President Elect Sheryl Mullen called 

the meeting to order at 6:12P.M. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES (OCTOBER 16, 2012 - YAKIMA, WA)   

Dave Cox made a motion to approve the meeting minutes.  KD Seeley seconded.  There 

was no discussion.  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote.  

 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 

 APCO Treasurer’s Report – Richard Kirton referred to amounts from his report, a 

copy of which was included in the meeting packet.  As of 2/1/13, total cash balance 

was $97,916.32, including $89,412.46 in checking and $8,503.86 in the Dick Quantz 

Scholarship Fund.  Richard advised that the budget year runs from July to June, with 

much of the activity in June.   

Steve Romberg made a motion to approve the APCO Treasurer’s report. Kay McKellar 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.    

 

 NENA Treasurer’s Report – Jean Nealy reported that a copy of her report was 

available at the meeting.  Jean reported there was no financial activity so the 

beginning balance is the same as the ending balance.   

KD Seeley moved to approve the NENA Treasurer’s report.  Richard Kirton seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

 Executive Council Report – KD Seeley reported that reimbursement to international 

board members for alcohol expenditures was a topic of discussion.  The Western 

Region was pretty much against approval of such reimbursement.  KD reported that 

our reps went to the main meeting and argued to not have reimbursement for 

alcohol in changes to reimbursement policies. KD said the argument did not win, but 

it sent a message on values for Western Region.    

The Executive Council update is posted at the APCO website. Western Region Reps 

took it up the ladder and the President approved sharing it with members.  Now 

PSCONNECT sends it out as soon as KD gets it.  KD reported that it covers legislative 
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issues they are working on; training; emerging technologies; and other good 

information worth a read.   

KD noted that recruitment for APCO committees closes soon – April 1 -- and you 

have to reapply if you want to stay on.  It’s a good opportunity to be involved and 

see where the organization is going internationally.   

Flash Day is April 2ND; you can save $100 on registration for the APCO Conference in 

Anaheim.  Flash Day is a one day only opportunity.    

KD advised that as of the 31ST of the month, she is resigning as Executive Council 

Rep. It’s been a fun fifteen months.  KD said that given TCOMM’s three year forecast 

it had to discontinue out of state travel.  She didn’t think it would send a good 

message to the rest of the staff so she would not travel either.  She said she had 

informed President Brenda Cantu and told her she had a good time and appreciated 

the opportunity.      

President Elect Mullen said that Brenda and she had spoken about the remaining 

year and a half term.  She thanked KD for her service and Stephanie Fritts for 

stepping up to fill the role. 

 

 Commercial Member’s Report – Mark Enfield said he had started regular 

communication with all commercial members.  He encouraged attendees to pick out 

a favorite vendor and ask them why they don’t attend the conference.  Mark said it’s 

a great opportunity for the vendors.   

 

 Secretary’s Report – Laura Caster referred to her report in the meeting packet.  

APCO membership is up 139 or 20% since August 2012.  NENA membership 

increased by 9 or 7% in the same period.   

 

 President’s Report – President Elect Sheryl Mullen for President Brenda Cantu, 

reported that on behalf of this Chapter Marlys Davis was nominated for the NG9-1-1 

Institute Government Leader Award (Federal/State/Local).  It recognizes the Federal, 

State or Local Government Leader(s) that has displayed the greatest effort to 

advance the capabilities of 9-1-1 emergency communications.  The 9-1-1 Honors 

Gala was held tonight (3/19/13) at the Historic Union Station on Capitol Hill in WA 

DC where Marlys accepted the award.   The Institute requested that we not make the 

announcement until after their announcement.  The April newsletter will share some 

of the nomination highlights.  A special thank you to Peggy Fouts for her assistance 

in writing the nomination.   

The President Elect also recognized and thanked the following long-term Chapter 

APCO members:  

 

 Millie Tirapelle, 1970; 

 Wayne Wantland, 1983; 

 Steve Romberg, 1988; 

 Jim Quackenbush, 1989; 

 Steve Reinke, 1990; 

 Lorlee Mizell, 1991; 
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 Bob Johnson, 1991; 

 Dave Magnenat, 1992; and 

 Peggy Fouts, 1993. 

 

Historically, NENA has not included original “date joined” information in its member 

lists.  

Sheryl continued that Peggy Fouts was asked to chair the nominations committee 

and was appointed to fill that role. 

 

STANDING REPORTS   

 

 Awards Committee – Jay Atwood, not present 

President Elect Sheryl Mullen reported on behalf of Jay Atwood that the award 

nominations were turned in and the committee would make selections.   

 

 Bylaws Committee -- Richard Kirton talked about the way we elect the commercial 

representative and about the term of treasurer.  He plans to send a survey to non-

commercial members and one to commercial members and encourages everyone to 

participate.  He will present the recommended change at the June meeting before 

elections.  Peggy Fouts asked when the change will be adopted.  Richard responded 

that would be in June.  Peggy Fouts clarified, so we will vote and adopt in June. 

 

 Chapter Services Committee – Grace Larsen reported that the committee is deciding 

what we’ll be doing at June conference.  She continued that they are sponsoring a 

silent auction and challenge each county or each agency to do basket with items 

from your area or something to do with where you’re from.  The silent auction will go 

on during the conference to support the legislative effort. The committee suggests 

bidding start at $100.  She did mention that wine will have to go into the wine locker 

at the conference center and a picture of the bottle or the label can be included in 

the basket. Please follow the guidelines.  Email Grace a picture of the basket for the 

Blog.   

Richard thanked and recognized Grace and Chapter Services for putting together the 

March Chapter dinner.   

 

 Conference Committee Report – Lora Ueland and Mary Sue Robey are not present. 

Richard reported that the registration portal for summer conference is open; the 

schedule at a glance is ready, except for the final pub ed track.  He will send an 

email with flyers and the link to the registration portal. 

The registration portal worked out very well with the Forum.  Richard reported that 

the spring forum will do pretty well, with a little bit of profit.   

There will be site visits to Spokane and north I5 Bellingham area for next fall’s 

forum.  The spring forum will be at Camp Murray. They are trying to get a training 

for the 9-1-1 coordinators at the fall forum and for pub ed with spring forum. 

Training may include project management for one forum and a De Hick’s two-day 
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class on working with boards for the other.  Updated information will be available at 

the registration portal and at the WA Chapter APCO/NENA website. 

 

 Financial Stewardship Committee – Keith Flewelling & Stephanie Fritts  - no report 

 

 History Committee – Jackie Jones reported that committee members will try to scan 

the Chapter historical data the committee had received.   

Jackie asked members to share with her any documentation or articles available on 

past presidents.   

The committee is looking for new members, too. 

 

 Mentoring Committee Report – Deanna Wells - not present; Jean Nealy advised that 

the Committee hasn’t met. 

 

 Nominating Committee Report – Peggy Fouts reported that she had been selected 

and was pleased to take on responsibility to lead the committee.  She said that open 

officer roles include NENA Treasurer, Eastside Member at Large, and President Elect. 

Mary Allen and Stephanie Fritts are on the committee.  Peggy described the 

nomination and election process.  She encouraged members to participate.   
 

 Public / Government Affairs (Legislative) Committee Report – Stephanie Fritts 

reported that in spite of a yearlong effort with the Select Committee on Pension 

Policy (“SCPP”), we were not successful at getting 911 included in any enhanced 

retirement legislation.  However, the Chapter was successful at bringing 911 to their 

attention and providing the SCPP with a greater depth of understanding in regard to 

911.  

Stephanie reported that the Legislative Committee was watching a number of bills, 

including: 

 The Safe Schools Bill, requiring a direct link to alarms in every classroom. The 

direct link is likely to be 9-1-1. 

 HB 1897, subpoenas for cellular data, so if your agency is involved in putting 

through the requests, that may become a simpler process if the bill passes.  

 HB 1554 CARES program, asking EMS to track low acuity 9-1-1 calls so that 

those people can be referred to some other service if they need help with 

medication, pain management, etc. and so calls end up going somewhere else 

besides 9-1-1. 

 Senate and House tax parity bills are an effort on the part of wireless carriers to 

address prepaid 9-1-1 excise tax on prepaid wireless phones. Customers of 

wireless services are moving from two-year contracts to prepaid. Revenue 

collected by our agencies is decreasing. The question is how can we work with 

the consumer’s move to prepaid wireless and continue to generate revenue 911?  

Stephanie reported that she spoke with the Chapter lobbyist about how to 

address on-line renewals which are already being encouraged by some carriers so 

that the customer doesn’t have to pay tax.   
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 Tomorrow morning at Camp Murray there will be more on the Munich case. 

Stephanie reported that a work group of partners, possibly fire, law, cities, and 

counties, will be put together. 

She said the Chapter is also looking at certification and has raised pre-employment 

inquiries. There will be a strategy meeting at the summer conference.  The 

Legislative Committee is an open committee. How we move forward depends on how 

this legislative session ends.    

 Millie Tirapelle asked if anything was done with harassment. Stephanie reported that 

the committee received so few examples they couldn’t move that forward.  Until 

people will provide examples, it can’t go forward.  Marlo Erwick asked if that included 

the non-emergency 9-1-1.  Stephanie said it does not.    
 

 Technology Committee Report – Dean Hane, not present.  President Elect Mullen 

wanted us to know that Dean was selected to present at the 2013 national APCO 

Conference in Anaheim in August.  

 

 TERT Committee Report – Cory Ahrens – Cory had no report at this time.  

 

SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

 NG 911 Initiative – Jim Quackenbush reported that when we met in January we got 

an extremely good report regarding what i3 and NG911 are all about. Mike Nelson 

will be here tomorrow from 11-1230; don’t miss this extremely good information. 

  

 Western Regional Representative – Peggy Fouts thanked KD Seeley for her efforts 

and work the last 15 months.  

Peggy thanked Millie Tirapelle for supporting her and dragging her around when she 

was starting. She’s appreciative of everyone’s support.  There was discussion. 

She mentioned the Text-to-911 webinar, on-line PowerPoint and recording. She 

found it very rewarding. 

Peggy encouraged each of us to put our name in the hat for a committee.  She said 

you can drive policies and procedures, for example, she was involved with writing 

the standard for sharing data.  

She added that there’s a new technical committee. She said to join the monthly call 

if you’re interested.  

If you ever have questions, Stephanie Fritts is on the national governmental affairs 

committee and your new EC Rep.  

There were no questions. 

 

President Elect Mullen suggested that if you are interested, now’s the time to get 

involved; you can help drive our industry and our chapters.  Don’t be afraid; jump in.  

 

 Website Revisions – Brenda Cantu, not present.  President Elect Mullen reported that 

a small group is working as the committee. We are getting close to having a new 

updated website up and running.   Unfortunately it has taken longer than we 
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anticipated. However, it is easier to use and access info. Jay Atwood has been 

coordinating efforts with our webmaster Darcy Kirley.   

 

 Certification Task Force – Brenda Cantu, not present. President Elect Mullen said 

there will be an update on the certification task force committee on-line or through 

PSConnects.   

 

Stephanie Fritts reminded us of the open positions: president elect; NENA treasurer; and 

eastside member at large.  President Elect Mullen added that you can always jump into a 

committee.  

 

President Elect Mullen added that a large group attended the NENA development 

conference.  She mentioned that it was her first NENA conference and she was very 

impressed with what NENA is doing, the passion, and how we’re all working on some 

common goals.  

 

Richard Kirton mentioned that the forums are sometimes called coordinator forums, but 

they are really 911 forums.  Something may be just coordinator focused; but most is open 

and beneficial to any member – dispatcher; supervisor; commercial, etc.  Richard needed 

someone to help him with the forum. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

There was no other old business.   

NEW BUSINESS  

There was no other new business.   

 

ADJOURN – Richard Kirton moved to adjourn the meeting.  Steve Reinke seconded the 

motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:59P.M. 

 


