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Mission Statement: 
Join together as public safety communications professionals to lead, learn, and leverage our influence, 

for the benefit of our profession, the public safety workforce, and ultimately the public we serve. 

 

WASHINGTON APCO / NENA Chapter Meeting Minutes 

June 18, 2013 4:00-5:30 p.m. 

Kennewick, WA 

(Approved August 18, 2013) 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER (Meeting is being recorded.) – President Brenda Cantu called the meeting 

to order at 4:10 p.m.  

Brenda announced the Deb Flewelling and Millie Tirapelle will be the Sergeants-at-Arms. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Sign-in was conducted during the meeting. 

Brenda recognized a special guest, Peggy Fouts, who serves as a member representing 

Western Region on APCO International’s Board of Directors.   

Peggy addressed the members and thanked them for their support.  She recognized KD 

Seeley and Stephanie Fritts for their work in the role of Executive Council Representative. 

She encouraged people to attend the conference in Anaheim and the Chapter meeting 

there, and highlighted some other special conference events.   

Peggy said she has enjoyed serving in her APCO position and will run for another two-year 

term when her current term ends in August.   

Peggy closed by mentioning some recent training opportunities, including the APCO 

technology forums and broadband summit.  She asked if there were questions. There were 

none.  

Brenda thanked Peggy, telling her, “We truly appreciate what you do.” 

  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES (March 19, 2013 - Lakewood, WA) 

Dave Cox made a motion to approve the March 2013 meeting minutes.  Karl Hatton noted 

that his name was misspelled and needed to be corrected.  Wayne Wantland seconded the 

motion to approve the minutes as corrected. There was no further discussion. The motion 

was approved by majority vote. 

 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE – Richard Kirton 

Prior to election of officers, Richard Kirton proposed a revision to the Bylaws to extend the 

terms of the APCO Treasurer and the NENA Treasurer from two years to four years.  The 

proposed change to these officer terms would be effective at the next election for each:  

June 2013 for the NENA Treasurer and June 2014 for the APCO Treasurer.    

There was discussion regarding the proposed change.  KD Seeley made a motion to approve 

the proposed Bylaw revision as presented.  Deb McCanna seconded the motion. The motion 

passed by majority vote.   

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Brenda Cantu  

Brenda reviewed who could vote in Chapter elections.   

Brenda introduced the nominees brought forward at the recommendation of the nominating 

committee -- Chair Peggy Fouts, Stephanie Fritts and Mary Allen -- and approved by the 

Executive Committee: 
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 Deanna Wells, President Elect.  Deanna addressed the members.  Brenda asked for any 

additional nominations from the floor.  There were none. Richard Kirton made a motion 

to close the nomination for President Elect and elect by acclamation.  Dave Cox 

seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously. Approved by 

acclamation.  

 Jackie Jones, Member-at-Large: East.  Jackie addressed the members. Brenda asked for 

any additional nominations from the floor.  There were none. Deb McCanna made a 

motion to close the nomination for Member-at-Large: East and elect by acclamation.  KD 

Seeley seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Approved by 

acclamation.  

Brenda congratulated Deanna and Jackie.   

She then introduced the two nominees for the office of NENA Treasurer:   

 Jean Nealy, who addressed the members; and   

 Alice Johnson, who addressed the members. 

 Brenda directed that ballots be distributed to all NENA and APCO members in good 

standing.  She directed that once members voted, ballots should be passed to the aisle, 

for Sergeants-at-Arms, Millie and Deb, to collect and count. 

 

OFFICER REPORTS 

 APCO Treasurer’s Report – Richard Kirton – This report was made later in the 

meeting.   

 

 NENA Treasurer’s Report – Jean Nealy distributed her report to membership.  She 

said that at the beginning of May there was $6,424.30; $496.21 had been expended for 

the fleece blankets fundraiser; that left an ending balance for May in the amount of 

$5,928.09.  

KD Seeley made a motion to accept the report.  Dave Cox seconded the motion. The 

motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 Executive Council Representative (“ECR”) Report – Stephanie Fritts noted that 

she’d only been serving in the position a couple of months.  She recognized Peggy’s 

work in meeting with ECRs before and after the Board of Directors met.   

Stephanie said there will be policy changes to vote on in Anaheim.  All of the changes 

put forth move language from one section of the policy book to another; there are no 

substantive changes.  Still, it will require a vote of the membership.  Stephanie reported 

some concerns about the budget, one that overspent compared to revenues.  Personally, 

she doesn’t think that’s a good financial principle. The western region executive group 

has expressed concerns, too. There is hope that the budget will improve once the 

Anaheim conference is done.   

Brenda thanked KD Seeley for all the work she did up until March when she was no 

longer available to serve in the ECR role. Brenda also thanked Stephanie for taking on 

the ECR role at that time.    

 

 Commercial Member’s Report – Mark Enfield reported that he had spent the last 

couple of years serving as the CCAM Committee Chair, communicating with commercial 

members and non-members about the Chapter and encouraging them to get involved, 

sharing the newsletter, and so on. Brenda said we couldn’t have a better Commercial 

Advisory Member.   
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 Secretary’s Report – Laura Caster’s written report was included in the meeting packet. 

APCO membership increased by 176 members or 25% since August 2012. Group on line 

membership experienced the largest growth this past year.  NENA membership grew by 

7 members or 5.4% since August 2012.  Total chapter membership grew to 1,007 which 

represented an increase of 22.2% since last August.   

 

 President’s Report – Brenda Cantu reported that one of the things Past President Keith 

Flewelling started – a new Chapter website -- is now up and running. Brenda said it is 

compatible with phones and iPads and has new search features.  It will have library 

feature as well. Brenda thanked Jay Atwood for the work he did with the designer to get 

this up and running.   

Brenda reported that work began in May on an update to the strategic plan.   

She congratulated WA State-APCO International winners!  She recognized: 

 Telecommunicator of the Year, Christine Law from CENCOM.  Christine is also our 

Chapter Telecommunicator of the Year for Sustained Performance.   

 Radio Frequency Technologist of the Year, David Taylor, from TCOMM. 

 Director of the Year, Monte Simpson, from Washington State Patrol-Bremerton.   

 

Brenda announced that Alice Johnson is our new NENA Treasurer. Peggy made a motion 

to destroy the ballots.  Dave Magnenat seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 

by majority vote.  

 

STANDING REPORTS 

 Awards Committee – On behalf of Jay Atwood, who was not present, Brenda 

announced that the Chapter will recognize: 

 Telecommunicator of the Year for Sustained Performance-Christine Law, Kitsap 

County CENCOM; 

 Telecommunicator of the Year Exemplary Handling of a Critical Incident-Jeff West, 

Kitsap County CENCOM; 

 Technician of the Year-Sustained Superior Performance-Alex Bulat, KITCOMM; and 

 Telecommunicator of the Year Team Award-Alison Barlow, Patricia McIntosh, Britney 

Casey, Jennifer Gildehaus, Karina Putnam-Kaminski, Diana Cowan and Grace Larsen, 

VALLEY COM. 

Brenda congratulated all of them and said she looks forward to recognizing them at the 

event Thursday night. 

 

 Bylaws Committee -- Richard Kirton - This was addressed earlier in the meeting. 

 

 Chapter Services Committee – Grace Larsen reported that Committee’s 

responsibilities include planning decorations and meals at the conference.   

She reported that the basket fundraiser looked like it would raise well over $1,000.  

Grace encouraged everyone to go and bid on those items to support our legislative 

efforts.   

She reported that the Committee is also responsible for sending flowers & cards.  This 

past year it sent eight bouquets of flowers and six cards related to deaths or to injuries 

in the line of duty.  

Grace said the Committee needs to get more site visits on the east side and to let her 

know if you’re interested in a visit. 
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The Committee planned entertainment for after dinner tonight.  Grace said they need 

ten people to play Family Feud. All questions will be related to 9-1-1. Members of the 

winning team will each get a $25 gift card to a national chain store.   

Brenda thanked the Committee for all of its hard work.  

   

 Conference Committee – Lora Ueland / Mary Sue Robey - On behalf of the Committee, 

Lora welcomed everyone to the conference.  

 

 Financial Stewardship Committee – Keith Flewelling & Stephanie Fritts – Keith 

reported that we were going through about $20,000 a year as a Chapter, mainly to 

support our legislative commitment. He said the Committee tried to figure out ways to 

raise funds and it has narrowed the gap which is good news. Keith reported that one 

way this was achieved was through management of the coordinator forum.  It’s a good 

product for us as a chapter.  There was an increase in expenses in moving to Tri Cities, 

but we made substantial gains last year. Keith reported that the Committee met a few 

times this year.  He noted the gift baskets silent auction was one of its ideas.  Keith 

reported that he thinks we’re going to fill the gap.  He said the Committee probably 

won’t be in existence very long.  

 

 APCO Treasurer’s Report – Richard Kirton distributed the APCO Treasurer’s report. He 

said it looks like we’re going to make a little money this year.  Barring unforeseen 

circumstances, the conference will make $7,383.80 more than we spent this year.   

The report also shows the proposed budget for next year - July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014.  

Richard noted that we’re not confident enough in our revenues to adjust them for next 

year.  The budget is showing that we’ll spend more than we’ll make, but if we have 

another year like this year, we may adjust them.  

Dave Magnenat made a motion to approve the budget.  KD Seeley seconded the motion.   

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 History Committee – Jackie Jones reported that this is fairly new and we have a lot of 

work to do. 

Brenda said she truly believes the history of our chapter is important to preserve. The 

Committee was formed to do what it takes to preserve our history. 

Jackie continued that we need to preserve the items we do have and future items as we 

get them.  These include legal documents, minutes and things like that.  She said that 

APCO has a new online museum and we can submit digitally all our important items. 

The Committee is working to create a past presidents’ board that we can display at all of 

our forums in the future.   

Brenda said that she was eternally grateful to our past presidents.  

 Mentoring Committee – Deanna Wells thanked the members for voting her in as 

President Elect.  She said she is the chair of mentoring committee. Deanna reminded 

everyone that the Conference Committee and Chapter Services have put together some 

great events for this conference, including the first timers’ breakfast and the speed 

networking session.  Deanna reported that this is the third year we’ve hosted the speed 

networking. She encouraged everyone to visit the vendor hall, too.    

 

 Nominating Committee – Peggy Fouts – No report.  
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 Public / Government Affairs (Legislative) Committee – Stephanie Fritts reported 

that it’s been fairly busy over the last year.  She talked about some of the work, 

including efforts related to the work of the Select Committee on Pension Policy (“SCPP”) 

and various bills.   

Stephanie said the tax parity bill was before the legislature at this moment.  She 

mentioned that in some states contracted services are decreasing 20% annually.  For 

years we have been working to move prepaid wireless legislation forward.  It looked like 

we had a good hold on that with HB 1971 in the regular legislative session.  However, 

once it goes to special session, each bill that’s going to move forward has to pass each 

house again. The Senate has passed a bill that approved tax parity for prepaid; the 

House hasn’t. This morning news came out that revenue was increasing $230M.  

Stephanie discussed how that may change the way legislators view tax parity legislation.  

She noted that it has become a very political issue.  It’s seen as potentially new tax and 

no legislator wants to be associated with new tax.  Stephanie also reported on the 

sweep of 911 funding.  Discussion about the sweep followed.   

Brenda said Stephanie Fritts needs to be commended for the work she does on this 

committee. 

 

 Technology Committee – Dean Hane from MACC911 serves as the Chair for the 

Committee.  He reported that it was fairly busy last year with narrowbanding.  Dean 

thanked the APCO frequency coordinators Mike Voss and Sean Douglas.  He also 

thanked Bob Wentworth from Spokane and Jon Wiswell from Seattle. They spent a fair 

amount of time on lots of frequency coordination for our agencies.   

The Committee also responded to SB5000 which proposed to add a number of 

requirements to guyed towers. The proposal seemed unfeasible and was subsequently 

withdrawn. 

The Tech Talk articles in the newsletter got lots of good support from our techs and our 

vendors and two articles were picked up by Public Safety Magazine.  

He thanked the various vendors for putting together the training curriculum for the tech 

track at the conference.   

Dean thanked Alex Bulat from KITCOMM and all of the rest who provided help and 

support this year.   

Brenda applauded Dean for his efforts to bring our techs together and for the excellent 

articles. 

 

 TERT Committee – Cory Ahrens -- Cory James, for Cory Ahrens, noted that the report 

was in the meeting packet.  He highlighted a couple of the accomplishments, including 

1) formalizing TERT’s relationship with Washington DEM and 2) CJTC having trained 55 

TERT members and 42 TERT leaders between July 2012 and June 2013. Cory reported 

that more training is planned. He reported that the documentation has been submitted 

to the NJTI to be recognized as a state with deployable teams. For additional information 

about TERT, Cory suggested going to Karl Hatton’s TERT session on Thursday.  

Brenda noted what a great accomplishment TERT is for the chapter.  

 

SPECIAL REPORTS  

 NG911 Initiative – Jim Quackenbush reported that since last summer’s conference we 

hosted logging recorder vendors and also adopted an updated NG911 Plan for the state 

of Washington. He said efforts have focused more on education for 911 coordinators and 

the State, including interfaces; what the ESINet is and isn’t yet, what the ESINet can do 
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today, and what it needs to do tomorrow.  Spokane and TCOMM each have a proposal 

before the State for a NG911 geodiverse hub. 

  

 Certification Task Force – Brenda Cantu discussed some of the considerations 

including training being subject to audit, looking at grandfathering current folks and 

what that would look like, equivalency options, and looking at trainers.  She said that 

Stephanie told her she has to have it ready in August to hit the legislators in September.  

There were no questions.   

 

 Comm Center Accreditation - Brenda Cantu reported that it was determined that this 

was too much of an effort for the Chapter.  She said that Ed Bush was kind to do a lot of 

work for us.  Ed is working with WASPC and will co-chair the committee.  Peggy added 

that a committee is put together and information will be posted on the website.  Richard 

told people if they want to join the committee, contact Ed.    

 

RECOGNITION – FAITHFUL VENDOR SUPPORTERS 

 Brenda Cantu recognized our vendor supporters and noted that they are listed in the 

annual report as platinum, gold, silver and bronze sponsors. They are also recognized in 

the conference manual/program.  

Brenda encouraged members, when they visit the vendor floor, to thank the vendors for 

their support of our chapter.   

She asked the following vendors to stand and be recognized: ADCOMM Engineering, 

WesTek Marketing, Motorola Solutions, Harris, ExAlt, Cassidian, and Intergraph.  

 

OLD BUSINESS – None  

NEW BUSINESS – None 

It was announced that Michael (Mike) Norin won the drawing. 

For the Good of the Order – Brenda announced that Jackie Jones is the new MACC911  

Director. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE MEETING  

Sandy Saffell made a motion to suspend the meeting until Thursday, June 20th at 6:30 p.m.  

Debby McCanna seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.    

 

The meeting recessed at 5:35 p.m. until June 20, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

MEETING RECONVENED Thursday, June 20th, 2013 at 6:50 p.m. 

 Call to Order & Welcome to the 36th annual Awards Banquet – Brenda Cantu, Chapter 

President 

 Presentation of Chapter Presidential Award to Cory Ahrens. 

o Cory Ahrens made remarks.  

 Presentation of Chapter Honorary Life Membership Award to Millie Tirapelle by 

President Cantu. 

o Millie Tirapelle made remarks. 
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 Presentation of Chapter Honorary Life Membership Award to Cory Ahrens by President 

Cantu. 

o Cory Ahrens made remarks.  

 Presentation of Chapter Honorary Life Membership Award to Peggy Fouts by President 

Cantu. 

o Peggy Fouts made remarks. 

Meeting suspended for dinner and reconvened at conclusion of dinner 

 

7:50 Awards Ceremony Continues  

 Remarks by Awards Chair Jay Atwood and video tribute 

o Presentation of the Telecommunicator of the Year Team Award:  Alison Barlow, 

Patricia McIntosh, Britney Casey, Jennifer Gildehaus, Karina Putnam-

Kaminski, Diana Cowan and Grace Larsen (Valley Com) 

o Presentation of the Telecommunicator of the Year Award for Exemplary Handling 

of a Critical Incident: Jeff West (Kitsap County CENCOM) 

o Presentation of the Technician of the Year for Sustained Superior Performance:  

Alex Bulat (KITCOMM) 

o Presentation of the Telecommunicator of the Year Award for Sustained Superior 

Performance: Christine Law (Kitsap County CENCOM) 

 

 Remarks by Chapter President Brenda Cantu 

 

 Installation of Chapter Officers (Oath delivered by Peggy Fouts, APCO International 

Board of Directors) 

o President -- Sheryl Mullen  

o Executive Council Representative -- Stephanie Fritts  

o President Elect -- Deanna Wells  

o Member at Large: East -– Jackie Jones 

o NENA Treasurer -- Alice Johnson 

 

 Passing of the Gavel (Brenda Cantu to Sheryl Mullen) 

 

 Recognition of Past-President Brenda Cantu by Sheryl Mullen, Chapter President 

 

 Remarks by Chapter President Sheryl Mullen 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 


