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WASHINGTON APCO / NENA Chapter Meeting 

October 16, 2012 4:45-5:45PM 

Howard Johnson Hotel 

  Yakima, WA 

 

MINUTES (APPROVED MARCH 19, 2013) 

 
 
The following attendees signed in: Mary Allen, Robert Allen, Jim Barber, Jean Best, Marsha 

Bradshaw, Ed Bush, Brenda Cantu, Laura Caster, Dave Cox, Marlys Davis, Angie Fode, 

Peggy Fouts, Stephanie Fritts, Stacy Fritz, Criselia Grupp, Ivar Hosa,  Alice Johnson, Richard 

Kirton,  Karen Kempton, William Kirb, Craig Larsen,  Grace Larsen, Ray Macumber, Patty 

Marsden, Tim Martindale, Laurie Masse, Les Mauel, Debby McCanna, Karen McKay, Sheryl 

Mullen, Katy Myers, Jean Nealy, D. J. Nesel, Dave Nixon, Anna Pendergrass,  Steve Reinke,   

Steve Romberg, S. R. Ruley, Sandy Saffell, Janet Silvus, Shaun Thompson,  Deanna Wells, 

and Kathy Young.    

 

President Brenda Cantu called the meeting to order at 4:50PM.  

 
Those who had been members the longest were recognized: 

 Steve Ruley, 38 years 
 Sandy Saffell – 36 years 
 Wayne Wantland, 29 years 

 Marlys Davis, 25 years 
 Steve Romberg, 24 years 

 
President Cantu thanked and recognized Richard Kirton for the awesome 
job he did on the Fall Forum.  

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes (June 19 & 21, 2012 - Kennewick, WA) 

Peggy Fouts made a motion to approve the June meeting minutes.  Richard Kirton 
seconded.  Minutes approved by majority vote.   
 

Approval of Meeting Minutes (August 21, 2012 – Minneapolis, MN) 
Richard Kirton made a motion to approve the August meeting minutes.  Stephanie 

Fritts seconded.  Minutes approved by unanimous vote.   
 

OFFICER REPORTS 

 

 APCO Treasurer’s Report – Richard Kirton distributed a copy of his report. He 

reported that on-line registrations worked well.   

Peggy Fouts asked if there were any Dick Quantz scholarships. Richard reported that 

there were none this past year.  Peggy asked if there were any Duncan Stewart 
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scholarships this last year.  Discussion followed about opportunities for giving these 

out every year.  

 

Sheryl Mullen made a motion to approve the APCO Treasurer’s report. Jean Nealy 

seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 NENA Treasurer’s Report – Jean Nealy presented her report, noting the beginning 

balance was $6,463.28. Discussion followed. 

 

Debby McCanna made a motion to approve the NENA Treasurer’s report.  Craig 

Larsen seconded. The report was approved. 

 

 Executive Council Report – Brenda Cantu noted that KD Seeley was not present to 

give this report.  

 

It was mentioned that the membership cards will be printed on-line in 2013, saving 

$30,000 annually. 

 

 Commercial Member’s Report – Mark Enfield – no report. 

 

 Secretary’s Report – Laura Caster that we had 630 members in June and 696 

members today.   

 

 President’s Report – Brenda Cantu  -- See Special Reports and New Business. 

 

STANDING REPORTS 

 

 Awards Committee – Jay Atwood -- No report.  Brenda encouraged everyone to be 

thinking of nominations. 

 

 Bylaws Committee -- Richard Kirton distributed a written proposal regarding the 

Bylaws.  He recommended removing the list of standing committees from the 

Bylaws, posting them on the website and updating the information regularly. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Peggy Fouts made a motion to approve the proposed changes to the Bylaws.  Steve 

Reinke seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 

Brenda Cantu asked about the June conference in TriCities.  Richard Kirton reported 

that the call for papers is out.  He received about half a dozen to date.   

He said the last summer conference survey provided an opportunity for respondents 

to indicate their interest in volunteering for the conference.  He will send another 

notice.  Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Richard, Lora Ueland or 

Mary Sue Robey.   

 

Richard reported that the March Forum will be at Camp Murray and he is planning for 

a four-day forum, and will cancel days if they are not needed. A pub ed track may be 

added as a second track along with the manager/coordinator track.  
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Discussion followed regarding what kind of training members want. Dave Cox 

suggested TERT training.  Richard replied that one possibility is an overview for 

directors and managers on how TERT works. He said there will be a round table on 

Thursday to brainstorm on training topics. 

 

 Chapter Services Committee – Grace Larsen gave a preview of what we’ll do at 

tonight’s Chapter dinner and mentioned some great prizes including gift cards and a 

Kindle.  She reported that the committee has been working on member recognition, 

entertainment for the Chapter dinner, and site visits.   

 

 Conference Committee Report – Lora Ueland / Mary Sue Robey -- Nothing additional 

to report. 

 

 Financial Stewardship Committee – Keith Flewelling & Stephanie Fritts -- Stephanie 

said there was no report. 

 

 History Committee – Jackie Jones reported that the committee will meet on the 22nd 

and to let her know if you are interested in participating. One project is to contact 

long-term members.  The Chapter newsletter will have more information on this 

committee. 

 

 Mentoring Committee Report – Deanna Wells – No report. 

 

 Public / Government Affairs (Legislative) Committee Report – Stephanie Fritts  

Stephanie reported that because of our status we can’t call it the Legislative 

Committee, instead call it the Public Government Affairs (PGA) Committee. 

 

Stephanie reported that the committee will attend all meetings and get involved in 

the Select Committee on Pension Policy (“SCPP”). She mentioned that one of the 

presenters at APCO Conference and EXPO talked about the psychological risk for 9-1-

1 telecommunicators.  However, she reported a meeting with Steve Conway 

Wednesday, October 3, who said then that 9-1-1 would not be an enhanced benefit 

recommendation coming from SCPP. Apparently the express purpose of the SCPP 

review is to look at possible changes in retirement for Eastern and Western State 

employees because of the work they do. Stephanie said State L&I doesn’t recognize 

stress, so psychological stress falls through the cracks.   Stephanie reported that the 

committee had expressly targeted PSERs and were told to back off.  It was 

suggested that the committee contact the LEOFF Board.  Stephanie said the Senator 

was not aware of disparities within his district.   

The concept of service credit, like 1-1/2 years for each year served instead of year 

for year may be another option. 

 

The sweep of $2M State 9-1-1 funds to pay for corrections radios and its potential 

impacts on federal grant eligibility was discussed. 

 

Stephanie reported that the committee will review priorities and deal with the 

lobbyist contract.  
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 Technology Committee Report – Dean Hane, not present -- Brenda Cantu reported 

that Dean had no report. 

 

 TERT Committee Report – Cory Ahrens – Brenda Cantu said that Cory Ahrens could 

not be here.  She also noted that Corey James, the TERT Coordinator and 

Washington State Committee Chair is serving as Vice Chair with Cory Ahrens.  The 

TERT member class in November is full. The Leadership training the next day has 

openings. 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

 NG 911 Initiative – Jim Quackenbush, not present. Stephanie Fritts reported that 

there had been a long discussion at yesterday’s NG911 subcommittee meeting.  

   

 Western Regional Representative – Peggy Fouts said she enjoyed serving in this role 

and thanked the Chapter for encouraging her to apply.  She reported communicating 

in monthly and bimonthly reports.  

 

Peggy reported that Terry Hall took office in August and brought new ideas and 

involvement.  She expects a lot of changes in APCO International this coming year.  

She noted that everything APCO does is for the members, so let her know if you 

have issues. 

 

 Website Revisions – Brenda Cantu reported that a new platform will be used.  She 

hopes that the revisions will be done by the end of November. If you are interested 

in working on the design team, contact Jay Atwood.  

 

 Certification Task Force – Brenda Cantu reported that there are four subcommittees 

will look at training, support funding, and legislation. It’s a strong committee of 20-

30 members. The group has learned the history of the first effort to go for 

certification eleven years ago.  There is a meeting Thursday at 1P.M. on the vision 

for certification. 

 

OLD BUSINESS - None 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 Update the Bylaws – Richard Kirton – This was previously covered. 

 

 PSConnects – Brenda Cantu said this e-publication automatically goes out to all 

APCO members. 

 

 New Skagit Director – Peggy Fouts announced that Bill King is the new Skagit 911 

Director.  Peggy said that Deb Flewelling will focus on technology issues.  She said 

Deb sends her best and will be here next time.   

 

Debby McCanna made a motion to adjourn.  Richard Kirton seconded.  The meeting 

adjourned at 5:40P.M. 


